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THE HEALTHY HERD: 
WHAT IS IT? WHAT’S IT TAKE? 

HOW TO PROTECT OR RECLAIM IT?







8:00 am   

8:30-9:00am 

Vaccination for a Healthy Herd
9:00-9:30am

9:30-10:30am 

10:30-10:45am

Nutrition’s Influence on Herd Health and Immunity
10:45-11:00am

11:00-12:00

12:00-1:30pm

Updates and Preparing for Current, Major Threats to Herd Health, Including NWS and FMD
1:30-2:30pm 

2:30-3:30pm

3:30-4:30pm

Concluding Comments
4:30-4:45pm

Welcome 

What’s a “Healthy” Herd? - Dr. Craig Gifford, Animal and Range Science Department, NMSU

Vaccination Best Practices—Dr. John Wenzel, New Mexico State Extension Veterinarian

Building Immunity to Fight Disease: Update on Current Vaccine Protocols 
 Dr. Deanna Hardy, Merck Animal Health
 Dr. JP Pollreisz, Zoetis Animal Health

BREAK

Nutrition Best Practices- Dr. Eric Scholegerdes, Animal and Range Science Department,
NMSU

 Supplementing to Meet the Needs of Your Herd 
 Dr. Brian Fieser, ADM Animal Nutrition
 Dr. Ty Davis, Purina Animal Nutrition
 Dr. Clay Burson,  Zinpro 

LUNCH

Major Threats to Herd Health, Including NWS and FMD—Dr. Sammie Holeck, State
Veterinarian, New Mexico Livestock Board

Ranch Bio Security and Livestock Movement Control - Dr. Danelle Bickett-Weddle,
Veterinary Consultant, Preventalytics

Producer Panel
Jim Ross Caviness, Lawrence Hurt, Jim Bob Burnett, 
Jeff Billberry, Alisa Ogden, Barbara Jackson

Closing remarks, surveys
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New Mexico State University

CALVES:

Branding Vaccinations:

 Viral vacc- Bovishield Gold 5 OR Inforce 3 with additional One Shot BVD

 Blackleg- 7 or 8 way depending on location- Ultrachoice 7

Pre-weaning (2-4 weeks) OR First trip through chute at weaning:

 Virals- Bovishield Gold 5/ One Shot Combo 

 Blackleg- Ultrachoice 7 OR Ultrabac 7/ Somubac 

 Deworm- Name Brand- Ivomec or Dectomax (prefer injection) 

Weaning Booster: (2-4 weeks after weaning)

 Virals- Bovishield Gold 5

 Blackleg- Must booster Ultrabac 7/ Somubac; +/- booster other blacklegs- Ultrachoice 7

 Replacement heifers- Vibrio/ Lepto Primary- Staybred VL5 

 

REPLACEMENT HEIFERS:

Pre-Breeding- Booster Virals- Bovishield Gold FP5

Vibrio/ Lepto Booster- Staybred VL5

 

COWS and BULLS- Annual Vaccinations: (Preferably in fall at preg check)

 Virals: Cattlemaster Gold FP5

 Vibrio/Lepto- Staybred VL5

 Deworm- Use only Name Brand- Ivomec or Dectomax (prefer injection in fall)

CONSULT WITH YOUR VETERINARIAN BEFORE STARTING OR CHANGING AN
ESTABLISHED VACCINE PROTOCOL - OTHER VACCINES MAY BE NEEDED.

Suggested Vaccine Protocol for Beef Cattle Herds







Integrated Calf Vaccination Program 

Birth
Inforce 3 (one cc each nostril)
Ultrachoice CD (2cc subcutaneously)
Scours vaccines optional

Branding/Turnout
Inforce 3 (one cc each nostril)
One Shot BVD (2cc subcutaneously)
Ultrabac7/Somubac (5cc subcutaneously) OR UltraChoice 7 or 8 (2cc subcutaneously)

Preweaning
Bovi-Shield GOLD One Shot (2cc subcutaneously)
Ultrabac7/Somubac (5cc subcutaneously) OR Ultrachoice 7 or 8 (2cc subcutaneously)

Weaning
Bovi-Shield GOLD 5 (2cc subcutaneously)
Boost somnus with Somubac (2cc subcutaneously) if indicated

Feedlot Arrival
Bovi-Shield GOLD 5 (2cc subcutaneously)

 
Choice of Clostridial products must take into account history of overeating disease in calves (CD), need
for Histophilus, and location dependent presence of redwater disease (Clostridium haemolyticum
requiring 8 way)

If ranches do not prewean but wean and revaccinate, substitute preweaning round above for weaning ,
and weaning round above for revaccination

One Shot BVD in nursing calves is extra label if dams have not been vaccinated with Bovi-Shield GOLD
FP (should discuss with ranch and their veterinarian as to reproductive risk)



Heifer Development and Cow Maintenance Vaccination
Program

Heifers (regardless of preweaning vaccination)
Weaning

Bovi-Shield GOLD One Shot
Ultrabac 7/Somubac OR UltraChoice 7 or 8
Be sure Somubac is boostered in 2 to 3 weeks if first dose given

Pre-Breeding (at least 30 days)
Bovi-Shield GOLD FP5L5
Spirovac or combo?
Vibrin

 
Annual Maintenance

CattleMaster Gold FP5L5
Spirovac?
Vibrin
Ultrabac 7/Somubac OR UltraChoice 7 or 8

 
 

Adult Cows
If open, vaccinate like heifer prebreeding
If bred, vaccinate like annual maintenance on heifers
If have not been prepped with Bovi-Shield GOLD FP, future protection is compromised

 

Bulls
Prep young bulls like heifers
Annual maintenance like heifer pre-breeding
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Nutrition Best Practices
Eric Scholljegerdes, Ph.D.

New Mexico State University, Department of Animal and Range Sciences

Raising beef cattle in New Mexico can be challenging to say the least. Intermittent precipitation,
prolonged droughts, low quality forages, expansive rangelands all make our production system
tough. However, when mother nature cooperates, it is as good as it gets anywhere. Understanding
the basic principles of nutrition throughout the life cycle of the cow and calf help producers
navigate the good and bad years.

Protein: In general, protein is the first limiting nutrient in dormant range forage. Amino acids are
the building blocks of protein and dietary protein provides the ruminal bacteria and the animal with
these building blocks. During the growing season, when forages are in their vegetative state, protein
supply is generally adequate for beef cattle. However, when forage starts to senesce and turns
brown, forage protein declines. Within the tables below you will find the quantity of protein
required to meet the requirements of various classes of beef cattle. Provision of supplemental
protein based on forage protein analysis is critical to ensure one is not over or under-feeding protein
as it is one of the most expensive nutrients. When forage protein drops below 7% Crude Protein,
forage intake also declines rapidly. Supplemental protein will increase forage intake through an
increase in forage digestibility. Forage crude protein in New Mexico can be as low as 3% during the
winter months, therefore it is critical to calculate the cow’s deficiency to ensure the supply of
adequate amounts of protein. In some cases, intake limited supplements do not provide enough
supplemental protein to meet needs, even if it increases the digestibility of the forage.

Energy: Energy status drives many of the biological processes within the body. The brain and the
female reproductive tract communicate and appear to be sensitive to circulating glucose. In
rangeland bound production systems, the forages generally contain the energy needed to support
needs. However, during the winter months, the carbohydrate becomes more mature and less
digestible. Total Digestible Nutrients is a typical measure of energy based on the fiber composition
in the forage. Typically, low protein supplements have a greater TDN value than higher protein
supplements (e.g. 20% CP cube TDN concentration is greater than 32% CP cube TDN).
Supplemental fat can also be a great way to increase energy supply. However, too much fat can
negatively affect fiber digestibility and intake, so no more than 3% added fat should be provided. 

Minerals: All minerals are critical for normal bodily functions. Calcium and phosphorus are the
primary minerals observed on a feed tag, which require a 2:1 ratio. Phosphorus is typically the first
limiting and has been shown to significantly improve forage utilization when fed to cattle grazing
low-quality forages. Likewise, supplemental trace minerals, which include copper, zinc, selenium,
and cobalt have also been demonstrated to maximize growth, reproduction, and health. Mineral
challenges arise when antagonisms occur in 



either the water or forages. Sulfur is one example of an antagonist that is present and dietary copper
can become limiting because sulfur will tie up copper in the rumen. Therefore, copper deficiencies
can manifest in these situations. Year-round supply of minerals that address shortages in the forage
and antagonists is key to maximizing animal productivity.

Summary: Overall, the nutritional requirements for a typical beef herd can vary depending on
physiological state. Understanding the interactions between nutrients and overall requirements
allow for nutritional decisions that enhance the profitability of the operation. 
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LET US KNOW HOW WE DID...
PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY. USE THE QR CODE OR

SUBMIT A HANDWRITTEN RESPONSE. 

SURVEYS


